Great Divide RMP Revision (Rawlins RMP) Final EIS Fact Sheet

The Western Heritage Alternative – A comprehensive, science-based plan to balance industrial development with protection of wildlife habitats, special landscapes, and recreation opportunities, this blueprint was backed by the overwhelming majority of commentors during the Draft EIS comment period. Some 66% of the land area falls under No Surface Occupancy for sensitive wildlife habitats under this alternative (87% of which is within 1 mile of lands where a drilling rig could be sited), with 7% withdrawn from leasing; 93% of the field office would be open to some form of oil and gas leasing.
-The BLM did not consider the Western Heritage Alternative in detail as an alternative for the Great Divide RMP revision.

Acreage of Land Open to Oil and Gas Leasing (once it’s leased, there’s a property right to explore and develop it) - Out of 4.59 million acres of BLM surface and minerals, only 108,790 acres are closed to mineral leasing. Some 97.6% of public lands and minerals open to drilling.

Reasonably Foreseeable Development (RFD) scenario – This is the number of wells that is forecast under the plan, and for which the environmental analyses have been run:

· Original Plan (Great Divide RMP, 190) – 1,440 wells

· New Plan Preferred Alternative – 8,822 wells as well as 3,158 miles of new roads, more than enough to drive from Rawlins to Fairbanks, Alaska.
Adobe Town proposed wilderness – BLM has recognized wilderness qualities on 40,000 acres of additions in Adobe Town. Wilderness Study Area (a little less than half) would remain protected from mining and oil and gas drilling, but the remainder would be established as a “Dispersed Recreation Use Area” with no protective measures established for current oil and gas drilling and no limit on future oil and gas leasing.
Other Potential Wilderness – BLM disputes or has remained silent on other lands in the Rawlins Field Office that possess wilderness qualities. The FEIS states, “measures to provide protection for any wilderness characteristics of lands in addition to the previously established WSAs will not be considered in the alternatives of this RMP.” FEIS, p. 2-11.
· Wild Cow Creek – Mostly falls within the Cow Butte/Wild Cow Wildlife Habitat Management Area. Closed to future oil and gas leasing but may be open to some forms of mining.
· Kinney Rim South – No protections, open to oil and gas drilling and mining.
· Ferris Mountains Additions – 5,300 acres classified by BLM as possessing wilderness qualities. Originally planned for withdrawal from oil and gas development in the Draft EIS Preferred Alternative, this area was stripped of protections in the FEIS.
· Pedro Mountains – Established as a Special Recreation Management Area, with “no surface occupancy” requirements for future oil and gas leasing and development of existing leases would be “intensively managed.”
· Bennett Mountain Additions – protections, open to oil and gas drilling and mining.
· Red Lake Dunes additions – No protections, open to oil and gas drilling and mining.
· Prospect Mountains Addition – No protections, open to oil and gas drilling and mining.
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern – These are areas that are especially sensitive to industrial disturbance, and for which the BLM is authorized to develop special management plans to guide development. Most areas that received special designations were not given meaningful protections (no surface occupancy, withdrawal) from mining or oil and gas drilling.
Existing Areas of Critical Environmental Concern ( ACECs) from the 1990 Great Divide plan

· Shamrock Hills – Stripped of ACEC status, now managed as a Raptor Concentration Area. Open to oil and gas leasing and mining.
· Jep Canyon – Stripped of ACEC status, now managed as a Wildlife Habitat Management area. Open to oil and gas drilling and mining.
· Sand Hills – ACEC designation retained and expanded by 50% to include historic JO Ranch. Mining and oil and gas leasing/development allowed
· Como Bluff – An important dinosaur dig area, stripped of ACEC status and open to oil and gas leasing.
Proposed ACECs

· Powder Rim – Not considered for protection under any alternative.
· Ferris Dunes – 17,050 acres designated as a new ACEC. Mining allowed; no restrictions on oil and gas development. 
· Chain Lakes – Designated as a Wildlife Habitat Management Area. Open to mining and oil and gas leasing.
· Shirley Mountains – Area will continue as a Special Recreation Management Area with a slight expansion, with “no surface occupancy” requirements for future oil and gas leasing and development of existing leases would be “intensively managed.” 240 acres to be managed as an ACEC around cave entrance.
· Bates Hole – Chalk Mountain – Not considered for protection in any alternative

· Mountain plover nesting concentration areas – Not considered for protection under any alternative.
· Prairie Dog Complexes/black-footed ferret recovery areas – Considered for ACEC status under Alternative 3, but given no management protection from industrial use under the Preferred Alternative. Some good provisions added.
· Laramie Plains Lakes – Managed as a Wildlife Habitat Management Area, , with “no surface occupancy” requirements for future oil and gas leasing and development of existing leases would be “intensively managed.”

· Upper Muddy Creek - Managed as a Wildlife Habitat Management Area, , with “no surface occupancy” requirements for future oil and gas leasing and development of existing leases would be “intensively managed.”

Wildlife Habitats – The planning area has some of Wyoming’s most important wildlife habitats, particularly in the eastern Red Desert, which is home to major sage grouse nesting concentration areas and big game winter ranges for the herds in the Sierra Madres and other mountain ranges. According to WGFD data, the combined impact of hunting, fishing, and wildlife viewing in the Great Divide planning area brings $115 million annually into the Wyoming economy, the highest total of any BLM field office. 

Sage Grouse nesting and wintering habitats – Standard ¼-mile “no surface occupancy” or seasonal restrictions would apply to dancing grounds, and seasonal limitations on which times of year industrial development could proceed within 2 miles of dancing grounds. These are the same standard sage grouse measures that are driving populations extinct in the Upper Green and Powder River Basin.
Elk, Mule Deer, and Pronghorn Crucial Winter ranges and Birthing Areas – Limitations on surface disturbing activities would apply only during certain times of year, leaving these lands open to industrialization. 
Big Game Migration Corridors – Fences disrupting migrations would be modified pursuant to WGFD requirements, but no limits on industrial development would be applied.
Birds of Prey Nesting Areas – Raptor nests would receive only timing limitations on construction and drilling activity, but roads and well sites would be allowed to be built within ¼ mile raptor nests. Birds of prey would remain vulnerable to disturbance from truck traffic and oil ands gas production activities throughout the life of gas fields.
Rare and Declining Wildlife Species – “Intensive management” would be applied to habitats of BLM Sensitive Species, which means that industrial development would proceed with minor (and likely biologically meaningless) requirements. Prairie dog poisoning strongly restricted.
Historic Trails and Sites – The Overland and Cherokee Trails are candidates for National Historic Trail status, also the Outlaw Trail and numerous historic and prehistoric sites are found within the Rawling planning area.

Historic properties and trails would be protected only by a quarter-mile buffer. Actions that degrade the visual integrity of the historic property would be allowed out to the visual horizon as long as these actions are greater than ¼ mile away. No alternative considered preventing industrial use within the viewshed of trails or sites eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail – Oil and gas development and road construction would be allowed within the viewshed of this trail as long as it occurs at least ¼ mile from the trail. All lands open to oil and gas leasing.

Upper North Platte Valley Oil and Gas Development – A Special Recreation Management Area is established within ¼ mile of the North Platte and Encampment Rivers, where leasing for oil and gas would be under “no surface occupancy,” but surface disturbing activities are allowed.

Other

Over 46,000 acres of public land would be made available for disposal through sale or trade, heavily concentrated in Albany County. 

